
“Those who know Your name will put their trust in You, for You, Lord, 
have never forsaken have never forsaken those who seek You.” 

- Psalm 9:10 
 

The Many Names of the Creator  
By Reverend Gus Blaauw 

Although our world is shaped by a remarkable diversity of religions, cultures, and philosophies, 

there is one thread that runs through most of them: a shared recognition of a higher power. 

Whether this supreme Being is called upon in prayer, revered in rituals, or contemplated in silent 

devotion, humanity across the ages has instinctively acknowledged a Creator - often simply 

referred to as God. 

While the idea of a divine Creator is common, the names used to address and describe this Being 

are as varied as the languages and traditions that carry them. These names are more than just 

labels. They reveal something profound about how people perceive the nature, character, and 

relationship of God to the world and to themselves. Each name is a story, a revelation, a bridge 

between the finite and the infinite. From ancient fires to modern altars, these names reveal not 

only the character of the Divine but also the heart of humanity itself. They are doorways into 

understanding not only theology, but also culture, reverence, and hope. 

This article offers a broad, respectful overview of the many names attributed to the Creator 

across various global faiths, with a special focus on those within the Christian tradition. It is not 

a theological treatise nor an attempt to equate all belief systems, but a starting point or even 

better, an invitation to recognize the breadth and beauty in how humanity seeks to name the One 

who is ultimately beyond names. 

Although names describe the Deity, the fact that 2 different names are a reference to the same 

Creator, does not mean that they are indeed religiously seen, the same. This needs to be said as 

the characteristics of the Deity will certainly differ from religion to religion. An example her 

would be The Christian God versus the Islam Allah. There have been scholars who said that 

these names address the same God, the same Creator. How wrong they are! The characteristics 

from both are totally different and should never be confused. The name is one thing, but what it 

means to us can be so different.  

 

Names as Revelation, Not Just Information 

In our modern world, names often function as labels. But in the biblical and theological world, 

names are destiny. They express essence. When Moses asked God in Exodus 3, “What is Your 

name?”, it was more than a polite inquiry; it was a longing to understand the very identity of the 

Divine. 

God’s answer? “I AM WHO I AM.” 

(Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh) 



In that one phrase, God revealed Himself as self-existent, eternal, and faithful. The One who is 

not defined by anything outside Himself. It is a name that defies containment, a name that 

promises presence: “I AM with you.” 

Thus begins the sacred unfolding of divine names through history. 

 

 

The Global Language of Divinity 

From ancient temples in Asia to desert prayers in the Middle East, from chants in Africa to 

cathedrals in Europe, humans have long sought words to honor the One who gives life and 

meaning to all things. Each culture, in its own tongue and time, has crafted names that reflect its 

understanding of the sacred.  

In Judaism, the Divine is known by the unutterable YHWH (Yahweh), the sacred 

tetragrammaton, a name so holy it is veiled in silence, spoken only in the heart’s deepest 

reverence. Other names; Elohim (the Mighty One), Adonai (Lord), El Shaddai (God Almighty) 

evoke power, nurture, and covenant. These names are not static; they are dynamic, revealing a 

God who creates, sustains, and walks with His people through exile and redemption. 

In Islam, the Divine is Allah, meaning "The God," singular and supreme, whose 99 names 

(Asma’ul Husna) paint a portrait of infinite attributes: Ar-Rahman (The Most Merciful), Al-

Malik (The Sovereign), Al-Quddus (The Holy). Each name is a bead on a prayer rope, guiding 

the faithful toward a deeper understanding of a God who is both transcendent and intimately 

near, the One who hears the softest cry. 

In Hinduism, the Divine is multifaceted, expressed through countless deities, yet unified in 

Brahman, the eternal, unchanging reality that undergirds all existence. Names like for instance 

Vishnu (the Preserver), Shiva (the Transformer), or Devi (the Divine Mother) reflect aspects of 

the infinite, inviting devotees to encounter the Divine in forms both cosmic and personal. 

Buddhism, while often focused on the path to enlightenment rather than a creator deity, speaks of 

an ultimate reality in some traditions; Adi-Buddha or Dharmakaya, a boundless essence that 

transcends name and form yet permeates all things. Here, the Divine is less named than 

experienced, a silence that speaks louder than words. 

In Indigenous traditions, the Creator is known through names like Wakan Tanka (Great Spirit) 

among the Lakota, Olodumare in Yoruba religion, or Gitche Manitou among the Algonquian 

peoples. These names are inseparable from the land, the sky, the rhythm of life itself, reflecting a 

Creator who is as close as the breath of the wind and as vast as the stars. 

These names, though diverse, are not discordant. They form a global chorus, a symphony of 

human longing for connection with the Divine. Each name is a facet of a jewel too radiant to be 

fully seen, yet too vital to be ignored. 



These are only glimpses. Every continent, every culture, has at some point turned its face upward 

or inward and spoken a name in awe, gratitude, or longing. 

 

The Christian Perspective: Names That Reveal Relationship 

Within Christianity, the names of God are not only declarations of power, but deeply relational. 

They are woven throughout the Bible and reflect God’s interaction with humanity. Names that 

reveal His character, His promises, and His presence. 

1. Elohim: The Creator God 

“In the beginning, God [Elohim] created the heavens and the earth.” 

 Genesis 1:1 

The very first verse of the Bible introduces us to Elohim; a majestic plural form that hints at the 

fullness and unity within God's being. Elohim speaks of power, creativity, and sovereignty. He is 

the One who calls galaxies into being with a word, who forms man from dust and breathes in 

life. 

The name Elohim sets the stage: this is no local deity, but the Creator of all things, the Source 

and Sustainer of life. 

2. Yahweh: The Covenant Keeper 

“I am the LORD [Yahweh], that is My name.” 

Isaiah 42:8 

The most sacred and personal name revealed in the Hebrew Bible is YHWH, often transliterated 

as Yahweh or rendered “LORD” in most English Bibles. It is the name God reveals to Moses at 

the burning bush. A name so holy that devout Jews refused to pronounce it aloud. 

Yahweh is the God who sees, hears, remembers, and rescues. He is not merely Creator, but 

Redeemer, the God who enters into covenant, binds Himself to His people, and remains faithful 

across generations. 

He is not only “I AM” - but also “I AM with you.” 

3. El Shaddai: The All-Sufficient One 

“I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob as God Almighty [El Shaddai].” 

Exodus 6:3 



El Shaddai speaks of God's overwhelming sufficiency, strength, and nurture. Some scholars trace 

"Shaddai" to the root meaning “mountain,” while others connect it to the Hebrew word for 

“breast,” emphasizing nourishment and care. 

Either way, El Shaddai is the God who is enough; for Abraham's waiting, for Israel’s wandering, 

for our deepest hunger. He is the Almighty, yet tender. A mighty fortress and a gentle shepherd. 

4. Adonai: The Sovereign Lord 

“O Lord [Adonai], our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth!” 

Psalm 8:1 

Where Elohim emphasizes God’s power, Adonai expresses His rightful rule. It means “Master” 

or “Lord”; the One to whom we belong, and before whom we bow. 

To call God Adonai is to confess that our lives are not our own. It is to kneel in surrender, and 

rise in trust. It is to say, like the prophet Isaiah, “Here am I - send me.” 

5. Jehovah Jireh, Nissi, Rapha, Shalom, Tsidkenu The God Who Acts 

Throughout Scripture, God reveals His character through compound names that reflect His 

actions: 

• Jehovah Jireh   – The LORD who provides   (Genesis 22:14) 

• Jehovah Nissi   – The LORD our banner   (Exodus 17:15) 

• Jehovah Rapha – The LORD who heals   (Exodus 15:26) 

• Jehovah Shalom  – The LORD our peace   (Judges 6:24) 

• Jehovah Tsidkenu  – The LORD our righteousness  (Jeremiah 23:6) 

Each of these names is a testimony: God shows up. Not as an idea, but as a Deliverer. Not in 

theory, but in power. In fire, in whisper, in manger, in cross. 

6. The Name Above Every Name: Jesus 

“And you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” 

Matthew 1:21 

When the fullness of time had come, God spoke His name most clearly through a person:  

Jesus - Yeshua, meaning “Yahweh saves.” 

He is Emmanuel, “God with us.” 

He is the Word made flesh. 

He is the visible image of the invisible God. 

He is the culmination of every sacred name; Creator, Redeemer, Healer, King. 



In Jesus, the unknowable becomes knowable. The holy becomes touchable. The name we could 

not speak becomes the name we must proclaim. 

“At the name of Jesus every knee should bow…” 

Philippians 2:10 

7. The Name We Carry: Called by His Name 

“If My people, who are called by My name…” 

2 Chronicles 7:14 

God's names are not merely theological curiosities. They are invitations. When we take refuge in 

His name, we find shelter. When we speak His name, we declare hope. When we live under His 

name, we become bearers of His light in the world. 

To know the names of God is to walk deeper into His heart and to reflect His character in a 

world longing for truth. 

Some of the key names include: 

• YHWH (Yahweh) – The self-existent, eternal “I AM” revealed to Moses (Exodus 3:14). 

• El Elyon – God Most High. 

• El Roi – The God who sees. 

• Jehovah Jireh – The Lord who provides. 

• Abba, a tender, intimate term Jesus used to teach us how to relate to God (Mark 14:36). 

(Abba is Aramaic for “Father”) 

Above all, Christians recognize Jesus Christ as the fullest revelation of the Creator. The Gospel 

of John opens with a stunning declaration: 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God 

Through Him all things were made” 

John 1:1–3 

 

In Jesus, the unknowable becomes known, the invisible becomes visible. He is called Emmanuel 

(“God with us”), The Lamb of God, The Good Shepherd, The Way, the Truth, and the Life. For 

Christians, the Creator is not distant or abstract but personal, loving, and involved. 

 

Why Names Matter: A Bridge Between Heaven and Earth 

To name the Divine is to seek relationship. Each name, whether whispered in a mosque, chanted 

in a temple, or sung in a cathedral, is an act of faith, a reaching toward the One who is both 

mystery and friend. These names are not just theology; they are poetry, history, and hope. 

 

They remind us that the Divine is not a concept to be debated but a presence to be encountered. 



 

For Christians, the names of God are an invitation to intimacy. To call God Abba (Father) is to 

claim a childlike trust. To call Him Jehovah Jireh is to rest in His provision.  

 

To call Him Jesus is to know that the Creator has walked our roads, borne our sorrows, and 

opened the way to eternal life. 

Across faiths, the act of naming fosters understanding. The peace-loving Muslim who prays to 

Ar-Rahman and the Jew who reveres El Shaddai are not so far apart; both are reaching for a God 

who is merciful, sufficient, and near. By listening to these names, we build bridges, not to erase 

differences, but to honor the shared human impulse to seek the Divine. 

 

A Personal Invitation 

It is my joy and calling to share reflections like this, words that uplift, challenge, and inspire. If 

this article has stirred your heart, let this then be the beginning of your journey. Speak the names. 

Seek the One they reveal. And may you find, in the naming, a glimpse of the eternal. 

There are many more articles ahead, of which some will explore the deeper aspects of Christian 

theology, others offering comparative insights from world religions, all aiming to encourage your 

spiritual journey. I warmly invite you to come to the cross and live a life of joy, not sorrow! 

May the One who created you, regardless of the name you call Him by, guide you to truth and 

peace. A God and friend named Jesus is reaching out, offering His hand to you; 

 

Don’t postpone, but invite Jesus into your life. 

 

With grace and sincerity, 

Reverend Gus 

 

Info@ReverendGus.org 

www.reverendgus.org. 
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